
betAveen attacks, goes on within normal limits. Despite
this restriction of the excretion to normal limits, there
is one feature of the excretion," liOAvever, Avhich is strik¬
ing—there is a great variability in the purin excretion
as contrasted Avith the constancy of the values in the
same circumstances in health.
We must emphasize the fact that the relations dAvelt

on at some length above do not hold for the acute gouty
attack. In it the uric-acid excretion is very typically
altered. Views regarding the behavior in the acute at¬
tack Avere for a long time conflicting, but, thanks to the
laborious researches of the younger His5 and his col¬
leagues, the matter has been definitely settled. The
acute gouty attack is ushered in by a diminution in the
amount of uric acid excreted, this diminution tending
to precede the attack by tAvo or three days. When the
joint symptoms begin to appear, the amount of uric
acid excreted increases and remains for some days con¬
siderably above the aArerage level ; then it gradually sinks
until the average leA'el of excretion is regained. If seA7-
eral joints are involved, there is a corresponding de¬
pression of excretion preceding every neAV attack, fol¬
lowed by the typical increase. Only when the attacks
folloAv each other A'ery irregularly does the picture be¬
come confused. This behavior of the uric-acid output
in acute gouty attacks has been confirmed in this coun¬
try by Futcher of Johns Hopkins ; in Germany, Magnus
Levy's findings agree with those of His regarding the
increased output in the attack, though they do not seem

.
to indicate a premonitory diminution. Wiener,0 in his
admirable review, epitomizes the whole subject with the
statement, "While, therefore, we dare not assume that
in gout as a Avhole the excretion of uric acid behaAres in
any characteristic way, avo may grant that there is con¬
stantly a greater excretion in the acute gouty attack
than in the free intervals, eA'en if the excretion does not
exceed normal limits; probably the attack is preceded
by a someAA'hat diminished excretion."
It seems likely that this behavior of the uric-acid ex¬

cretion during the acute attack is due first to a reten¬
tion and then to a "sweeping out" of the previously re¬
tained uric acid. If this be the case, the fact is of the
highest interest in connection with the pathogenesis of
the acute attack of gout, but it is of no help in explain¬
ing the constant increase of uric acid in the blood in
gout. Indeed, the study of uric-acid excretion has thus
far thrown no light on this dark point ; it does not tell
us whether the increase in the blood is due to dimin¬
ished destruction, to increased formation, or to reten¬
tion.

5. His, Jr.. W.: Untersuchungen an Gichtkranken. Wien. med.
Bl\l=a"\tter,xix, 1896, 291. See also Ueber Gicht, Schmidt's Jahrb.,
ccl, 1896, 266, and (with Cohnheim, Freudweiler, Respinger andII. His). Die Ausscheidung der Harns\l=a"\ureim Urin der Gicht-
kranken mit besonderer Ber\l=u"\cksichtigungder anfallsfreien Zeiten
und bestimmter Behandlungsmethoden. Deutsch. Arch. f. klin.
Med., lxv, 1900, 156.

6. Wiener, H.: Die Harns\l=a"\urein ihrer Bedeutung f\l=u"\rdie
Pathologic. Ergebn. d. Physiol., ii, Abt. 1, 1903, 377.

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE NOBEL PRIZES.
One not infrequently hears the fact that so far no

American has received a Nobel prize commented on
in a manner disparaging to American investigators. As
already pointed out in these columns,1 the work of Reed
and his colleagues in the etiology of yellow fever, and
the far-reaching consequences thereof, is more than suf-
ficient to show the injustice of this reflection, so far as
medicine is concerned, and perhaps similar injustice is
done to American work in the other lines of achieve-
ment of which notice is taken in the award of these
prizes. Be that as it may, however, it appears not un-
likely that as yet names of Americans deemed worthy
of the consideration of the awards committee have not
been presented in the proper way by some association
or university.
In its issue of April 1, 1905, the Medical News recom-

mends that some association\p=m-\andwhy not the Ameri-
can Medical Association?\p=m-\takeup the task of submit-
ting a proper report to the Nobel committee, and men¬
tions the yellow feA7er work as most deserving of imme¬
diate recognition.
In connection with this matter it may not be amiss

to point out another American discoA'ery of fundamental
importance in the development of our knowledge of
mosquito-borne diseases, and that is the discovery in
1893 by Theobald Smith of the parasite of Texas fever
(Pyrosoma bigeminum), and the demonstration by
Smith, and Kilbourne that this hematozoön is trans¬
mitted by a tick (Boophilus bovis). This beautiful
Avork cleared up the etiology of this Avidely spread dis¬
ease and exercised a powerful influence on the trend of
the investigations of the next few years that culminated
in the discovery of the rôle of the mosquito in malaria.
Indirectly, no doubt, the Avork of Smith and Kilbourne
also influenced the AA'ork of Reed and his co-Avorkers.
The importance of the discoveries in Texas fever lies
in the fact that they gave us the first demonstration
of an intermediate host in an infections disease of this
class. They pointed the way for the subsequent work in
regard to other diseases of the same class. In the event
that an effort is made to secure Nobel prizes for Ameri¬
can work, it may be just to consider also the work in
Texas fever.
It is noAv several years since the discoveries in Texas

fever and yelloAV fever were made, and the fact that
formal application has not yet been made for Nobel
prizes on their account may argue that little thought
lias been given the matter. While no one believes
that the Nobel prizes can haATe much direct influence
on inA'cstigators and imrestigation, yet we owe it to our
own investigators to secure for them all adequate re-
Avards in our power. We therefore heartily support the
Medical News in the effort to set in motion the ma¬
chinery necessary properly and forcibly to present the
necessarv statements.

1. Jan. 2. 1904. p. 38.
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